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Interviews With New Teachers

Editor: Leung Yu Chung Desmond

Ms. Ip Chi Yan, who majored in Education in English Language at The Hong
Kong Institute of Education, is one of the new teachers teaching junior English
and History this year. When asked about the reasons why she chose English
Language as her major, she replied that she had studied in English-medium
schools throughout her years of education, including kindergarten. This
prompted her to develop an interest in English at a young age and this is also
why she never sees learning English as a big challenge.

As for the reason for becoming a teacher, Ms. Ip said that everything began
after taking the HKCEE. After the exam, she had an opportunity to become a
tutor in a tutorial center. There she could interact with teenagers and help
them to overcome dillculties in learning English. This made her start to have a
passion for teaching.

To Ms. Ip, teaching in a boys’ school is no easy task as she only taught in a girls’

school and a co-educational school before. Even so, she is conlldent that she

can make her lessons interesting so that her students can gain the most while

finding it enjoyable to learn English. Meanwhile, Ms. Ip thinks that KTMC is a
lovely and caring school where students can
enjoy great freedom, which is rarely seen in
other schools. Maryknollers can always have
their own authority to run school clubs or the
student council.

Ms. Ip mentioned that there is a lack of
cohesion within the school as there are not
many whole school activities that allow senior
form and junior form students to know each
other. She hopes that Maryknollers can be
more united and have a better sense of
belonging. Also, she thinks that all
Maryknollers have the ability to become all-
round and more independent.

Apart from teaching, Ms. Ip is passionate
about dancing. She has learned a diverse
range of dances, including Chinese dance,
Jazz dance, Modern dance, Aerial Yoga and so
on. She added that she has learned dancing
for 20 years. Besides dancing, Ms. Ip is also
fond of playing the piano and guzheng.



Editor: Yim Yat Hung

Ms. Lao Hoi Pan is another new teacher teaching junior English this year.

When speaking about the reason for becoming a teacher, Ms. Lao mentioned
that she had this ambition when she was studying in her secondary school.
She pointed out that her secondary school life was not very joyful, making her
determined to be a good teacher. She always aims to be a caring teacher so
that her students will not feel left out in her lessons, especially those who do
not perform well academically. To become an English teacher, she [rst took a
bachelor’s degree from a university in England, majoring in International
Trade and English. Later on, she obtained a master’s degree in Applied
Linguistics from the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

When asked about her beliefs in teaching, she replied that English is for
communication. Therefore, she puts emphasis on teaching students how to
communicate with others. ‘Learning English is not just for examinations, but
for exploring a bigger world, said Ms. Lao. She hopes that students can learn
better English to broaden their horizons by reading more books and knowing
more about other cultures in foreign countries.

She has taught English for over 10 years in dillerent co-educational schools.

This is her Urst time teaching in a boys’ school. Regarding
her feelings about KTMC, she found the campus appealing
and unique. ‘Schools built after 2000s look the same, and
they are nothing special, commented Ms. Lao. She in
particular appreciates the enticing garden on the rooftop,
as well as the statues of Jesus and Mary in KTMC. She also
thinks colleagues here are just like a warm family, in which
each of them help and support each other. When it comes
to her feelings towards Maryknollers, she has noticed that
the boys here are smart and polite. She expects
Maryknollers to be more self-disciplined, know more
about God and show love and support to others.

With regard to Maryknollers’ English, she commented that
our English is not bad, but there is room for improvement.
She thinks we can enhance our English by starting with
what we love. ‘Few people like textbooks which are usually
not interesting, and perhaps boys can read something
they like, suggested Ms. Lao. She recommends us to read
interesting books and visit some websites, such as those
about football, basketball or cars to expand our
vocabulary.

Ms. Lao is enthusiastic about cooking, particularly baking,
4 and she is also keen on playing the piano and making
handmade soaps.
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Talking to the moderator, Ms. Lau

1. How many members are there in the team?
How often do they meet?

There are six junior form students and six senior
form students in our team. They are trained to
play different types of board games after school
every Tuesday.

2. What are your future plans? What do you
expect from your team members?

In the second term, we are going to join an
international competition. Besides, our team is

going to hold an inter-house competition and our

members will take up the roles of judges and

helpers. In the long run, | hope our team members

have the ability to teach other students to play
board games in the future.

3. What games are played in the team?

This year, we focus on two board games: Ticket
to Ride and The Settlers of Catan. Both of them
are strategy games, which require students to
think about how to make their moves and

negotiate with the other players. Unlike Monopoly,

you can’t win these strategy games only based

on luck. Playing these games can really make you

become smarter!

4. Why do you want to set up the board
game team?

| was inspired by a local columnist and writer,
To Kit. In one of his talks, he said that if all the
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politicians in Hong Kong could have learned to
play chess or board games when they were
young, they would not have only made short-
term plans or focused on short-term problems.
Instead, they can look at issues from a
wider angle, hoping that they can make
more long-term sensible plans. Therefore, |
decided that the school should set up a
board game team. | hope our students can
put their soft skills into practice and enjoy a
fun activity at the same time.

5. What are the benefits of joining the
board game team?

Students can learn a lot! Through playing
board games, they can train their generic
skills such as interpersonal skills. When it
comes to competitions, they need to handle
relationships with other players and
negotiate with them. Besides, students need
to learn how to manage the time and
resources they have in the game. Most
importantly, playing these games helps
them to understand that winning is not
everything, but whether they enjoy the
process is what matters.

6. What are your expectations on the
team?

| hope students can broaden their horizons
by joining inter-school activities and make
friends with other team members or even
with students from other schools. Most
importantly, | want them to become more
rational.



playing them. You need to think about what your opponent is planning to do in order to be
a step ahead of them in the game

After reading this introduction of the board game team, do you feel the
urge to support the team? You can show your support to the team and
even try playing board games in the inter-house board game competition.
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