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Summer Study Tour in Edingburgh -
Sharing by students
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Sharing on study tips
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Happy Learning Experience Seow Cheuk Hin F.4D

Today our lesson was about “supernatural”. In the class discussion, | joined the conversation with the
Spanish and the Italians. We were so excited when talking about Harry Potter, the magic and the fairy.
We were amazed to look into the cultural differences between the east and the west in the field of
“supernatural”. Later we had to take turn to act as a fortune teller in the class. | was a bit nervous at the
beginning but my Scottish teacher said | was a “professional” fortune teller as | always made positive
predictions. Everyone coming to me was so happy as | dug up all good words in my mind to brighten their
unknown future. That was an interesting lesson with full of laughter.

Experiencing the local lifestyle Tai Cheuk Man F.4B

Today was Sunday. Sunlight flooded the earth. Our teachers
brought us to Stockbridge market, which was a Sunday market.
The stalls were located next to the bridge over the beautiful
Water of Leith in a scenic village-like environment. Although the
market was rather small, there were a wide range of local
products, from fresh seafood to fruits and vegetables, from
bakery treats to hand-crafted soaps and jewellery. | liked the
homemade tea the most. The tea was grown and mixed by the
local farmers and it smelt so good. The whole market is
surrounded by dozens of trees and | could always hear the
soothing sound of the flowing water. | bought a cup of hot tea
and shared some local food with my buddies. | wish | could sit
in the market and enjoy the peaceful time for the whole day!
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Getting along with the host family Ng Yuk Chi F.5D

After the visit and the lessons, | went straight to my host
family’s house as today was my little host brother’s birthday.
Ellis, who was just 3 years old today, was my host family’s
smallest child. He was such an adorable kid that | was
mesmerized by him. He often winked at me with a sweet smile.
He liked talking and playing with me. He was very funny. We
had great dinner to celebrate his birthday tonight. Ellis was
overjoyed and burst into laughter when my host parents and |
sang the birthday song to him. | enjoyed every moment in the
host family and it was my best memory in Edinburgh.

Were we guilty
P guilty of
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Learning more about the local history Hung Chi Kit F.4E

Today we went to Stirling and visited the Monument of a Scotland's hero, William Wallace. When we
arrived Stirling, | was very excited because | liked history very much. Walking uphill through the steep
and muddy path in rain for about 15 minutes and climbing up the long and winding stairs of the
monument, we stood at a high point of the town. Teacher told us the tragedy of the great hero who
fought for Scottish independence all over his lifetime but died in torture. | could imagine hundreds of
years ago William Wallace fought in the muddy ground right under my feet. Knowing the story of William
Wallace, | had a deeper understanding on the complicated issue of the independence movement of
Scotland embarked in recent years. The long and winding stairs starting from William Wallace had not
yet found its destination until today.
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Sharing on study tips by Chow Beletskiy Kevin

Chow Beletskiy Kevin has excellent results in HKDSE 2017. He got 5** in Mathematics, M2, Physics
and Chemistry. He majors in Quantitative Finance in HKUST. He would like to share his keys to
success with his fellow Maryknollers.

How can we pass the exam with flying colours? What is the secret of studying well? Are there any ways
to relieve our study stress? As a freshly graduated Maryknoller, | hope | can use my own experience to
advise you on time management, study methods and handling stress.

Time management is one crucial element when it comes to study. Many students find it v

tough dealing with all the schoolwork especially when they have IES, SBA and . ¥ » PcaV:
different tests piled up. Why do some people have the ability to finish tasks on time

despite the tight schedule? Their secret is planning. Planning helps organize everything. .

It provides you full knowledge on what you have to do and when you have to do it. L

Then you will be able to stick to your schedule. I believe that planning applies to

studying for tests too. | always ensure that | have a complete plan on what subject and which parts | have to
study days before exams. Detailed planning can save you from last minute rushes. People often rush in the
last minute because they lack thorough understanding of the amount of work they actually need to handle
and then underestimate the preparation required. In the end, while some are panicking, those with
preparations are following their own schedule without any troubles. The same goes for HKDSE. It is
important to plan your studying schedule beforehand. Remember! Time passes quicker than you think and
those who are able to spend time wisely have already gained an advantage.
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How to study well is also another frequently asked question. For language subjects, I think it really depends
on your exposure to the languages so there is no definite answer to the above question. But for science
subjects like Mathematics and Physics, | believe that they will guarantee you good grades if you are willing
to put effort. | strongly advise you to put in more effort on drilling questions on these subjects as the
question types are often more or less the same. You must get to familiarize yourself with the syllabus and
most importantly you should make less careless mistakes. In my opinion, avoiding careless mistakes is
much more crucial than learning how to tackle hard questions in subjects
like Mathematics and Physics. | would say the whole public examination is
a test on how you avoid silly mistakes and ‘traps’. To do so, drilling past
papers is a must. At the same time, | also highly recommend you to do
questions banks and mock papers from other publishers. This helps you
stack up knowledge on how to handle uncommon situations. One last tip is
to form study groups. They are more effective than you think! By doing so,
you can organize regular mock paper sessions. This has two big advantages.
First, you get more practical experience. Second, the groups can analyze their own papers and find out
common mistakes or weaknesses. This helps one another to clarify misconceptions. Having teammates is
definitely better than fighting alone.

The last part is mentality — how to handle the stress and fear. It is normal for
every senior secondary student to be stressed out of public examinations.
Sometimes you may be worried about your future or worried about not
meeting your expectations. Even | faced a lot of stress and was frequently
disappointed when | was not satisfied with my performance. When you feel
like having no motivations to continue, go spend some time on doing things
you like. It could be going on a hike, playing a football match or simply
watching a movie. Don’t be afraid that you would waste a day that could have been spent

for studying because coping with stress is not a waste of time. Another thing that | hope /\\
YOU \

to remind you is that you are never alone. You always have friends and teachers who will
support you through tough times and so never be afraid to seek support from them. Peer /| | ARE
support would surely boost your mentality and confidence. Just keep that in mind: You RmT
are not alone! \

And so that is all I have to say as a person who has just recently been through public examinations. I wish
all fellow Maryknollers success in their goals and dreams.
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