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Singapore STEM Study Tour 4D Tam Man Tik

In July, 1 went to Singapore with my schoolmates and teachers for outside-classroom learning
experience. That was the first time | went overseas without my parents accompanying me so | felt
excited about the tour. On the other hand, | felt a little bit worried about the problems that we would
face.

We stayed in Singapore for 5 days and we visited
many places. On the second day of the trip, we
went to the Merlion Park, which is one of the
famous landmarks in Singapore. Located near
the Central Business District (CBD), the Merlion
is a mythical creature with a lion’s head and the
body of a fish that has been widely used as a
mascot and national personification of
Singapore.

The next day we went to the Singapore Zoo. |
was delighted and excited as | could get close and
personal to the animals. We watched two animal
shows. In one of the shows, the elephants were
instructed to carry logs. We were fascinated and
impressed with the intelligence of the elephants.
In the afternoon, we attended a workshop at the
z0o. The instructor explained everything we
wanted to know about the habitats and lifestyles
of different animals, including insects. We were
allowed to touch the animals with our bare hands.

We also attended a workshop at the Science

Centre in which my teammates and | were asked

to solve some questions. The questions were a

little bit hard and it took quite a long time for us
to solve just one. After the workshop, we
walked around the Science Centre. | explored
different zones of the Centre and gained more
knowledge about science. Then, we headed to
the Mariana Barrage. There was also a
workshop about the operation of the barrage and
different measures taken to maintain
Singapore’s sustainable development. After the
workshop, | had a look at the barrage and it was
enormous. The scenery there was spectacular too.

It was really an unforgettable experience for me. Singapore is really an environmentally-friendly
country. People try their best to maintain the country’s sustainability. The trip has broadened my
horizons and | think that we should jump out of our comfort zone and travel to different places
around the globe to explore more and widen our vision.
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Hong Yu Kiu, Boris has excellent results in HKDSE 2018. He got Level 5* in Chinese Language,
English Language, Mathematics, BAFS and Chemistry as well as Level 5 in Physics and Liberal

Sharing on Study Tips by Hong Yu Kiu

Studies. During summer holiday, he wrote this letter to all of us.
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My dear Maryknollers,

I am glad to share some tips on how to handle the stressful HKDSE. In my humble opinion, the
keys to success are your Attitude, Skills and Knowledge. These ASK qualities contribute to your
success in the future. 1 will first talk about the right attitudes, then, some useful techniques in
time management and finally the means to master the knowledge in different subjects.

It is always important to have a good attitude for study. Firstly, it is important for us to be serious.
Many of us make excuses while we can try harder. Some of us convince ourselves that it is okay
not to take our lives seriously. But why must we procrastinate? Why must we give in to laziness
or negativity? We should always take school seriously, give of our best and strive for excellence.




In addition, we must aim higher. Some students may underestimate their potentials while some
may not even know theirs. In the end, they end up aiming and reaching lower than they could.
According to SMART principles, our goals should be specific, measurable, achievable, relevant
and time-bound. With some challenges, we can figure out rooms for improvement. Besides,
another advantage of aiming higher is that it provides a safety net for any eventuality. For
instance, if your target for Chinese Language is a Level 5, even though you do not perform very
well in the actual examination, you will still possibly attain a Level 3 or 4 meaning that you can
still meet the basic requirement of university admission. Therefore, being ambitious in
examination not only helps us figure out rooms for improvement, but also serves as a safety net
for university admission. In other words, we must hope for the best, and prepare for the worse.

In order to reach high, it is very common to drill past papers. However, many students do not
know the proper way to make use of past papers. Some may think that doing past papers could
only predict our grades. In fact, doing past papers can help us understand the mark allocation and
the keywords required for answering specific questions. Therefore, drilling past papers teaches
us how to be efficient in exams. We will learn how to choose the right words, how to have the
proper paragraphing and organization and how to analyze the questions in public examinations.
We should try to find out the reasons why we cannot get the marks. Is it due to carelessness,
misreading, misunderstanding, insufficient knowledge or lack of examination techniques? Once
we have identified our problems, we could take actions to improve ourselves.

Besides, it is also vital to develop a routine that works for you and to keep a revision schedule.
In order to prepare for HKDSE, you need to be very self-disciplined especially during holidays
and the study leave. Keeping a record allows you to keep track of your progress. Then, you may
plan your time according to your progress.

Last but not least, it is of paramount importance to master the important concepts in different
subjects. Never stop asking questions if you have doubts on certain topics or subtopics. When
we keep asking questions, we can make our concepts clearer and we may even find our interest
in study.

It is highly recommended to read more books or articles written by famous writers. This could
improve your language skills. Besides, it allows you to acquire the insights from experts and
broadens your horizons. Therefore, it is always a good idea to read more.

“Where there is a will, there is a way.” Let’s dream bigger, aim higher and achieve more in the
coming future! I sincerely hope that all of you can achieve satisfactory results!

Hong Yu Kiu, Boris
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We’'re on the Web!

www.ktmc.edu.hk
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