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Ms. Wong, graduating from a Canadian University, is now teaching junior secondary
English and senior secondary English Oral.

Her lecturer once said, ‘Education is of paramount importance in a society because it
can make a very huge difference to the society.” This saying was deeply imprinted on
her mind. She believes she can contribute to the society by guiding and inspiring the
youth to make discoveries in their own learning as well as broadening their horizons.

Comparing with the students in other schools Ms. Wong taught
before, she thinks KTMC students are more active, willing to
accept various challenges, like learning from each other and
have high expectations for themselves. It is fortunate that
KTMC has provided a good academic atmosphere for
constructive competitions. She hopes KTMC students can use
more English to communicate and try different learning styles
to learn more effectively. ‘'KTMC students need to brush up their
English and it is actually not difficult to master it,” she stressed.
‘To improve English in our daily life, you can listen to English
songs and watch foreign movies,’ she added.

‘The learning process sometimes seems interminable and not
easy at all. However, this can help us develop our endurance,
persistence and humbleness, which are virtues we must
possess in order to overcome challenges and difficulties,” Ms.
Wong reminded us.

In her spare time, Ms. Wong enjoys cycling, hiking, reading and
watching movies.

Ms. Lai obtained her bachelor degree in English Language and Literature from Hong
Kong Baptist University. She is now teaching English in KTMC,

When studying in university, she once worked part-time and taught primary
students in a local community centre where she discovered she was interested in
teaching. After graduation, she started her career as a teacher. It seems to her that
teaching is always challenging as teachers need to adapt to changes and teach
different students every year. She would like to bring changes and fun to her
students’ life. She believes this is what makes teaching so special and meaningful.

Ms. Lai’s teaching goal is simple. ‘I hope all my students can learn something new
after each lesson,’ she said. She will be pleased as long as her students have put
their effort into learning. She hopes to see her students make improvement and
this would strengthen her motivation for teaching.

Having taught in KTMC for some time, she believes Maryknollers are all capable.
She expects students to be more active in class. ‘Students should not only passively
receive what they are taught in class, but they should also take their initiative to
learn actively,” she stressed.

Apart from teaching, she has a great passion for drama. She enjoys watching
drama performances, hoping that this can bring more inspirations to her teaching.




Editor: Ngai Yuen Ming

Uur Net Teacher — Ms. McCann

Ms. McCann, our new native English teacher (NET), comes

from New Zealand where she obtained her English degree.
She started her teaching in 1980 in New Zealand and later
went to the UK to continue her teaching career. In 2006, she
came to Hong Kong and has been teaching in different
schools, ranging from international schools to subsidized
schools. Besides English, Ms. McCann is also experienced in
teaching English Literature, French and Spanish. Now, she
teaches junior secondary English Oral and is the English
teacher of Class 2B in KTMC.

From her point of view, the biggest challenge for KTMC
students is to speak English without feeling shy or
embarrassed. She thinks Maryknollers are generally shy. She
said genuinely, ‘| hope Maryknollers can work hard and take
advantage of every opportunity to speak English to the NET.’
She always encourages students to speak more English to
others like their teachers in their daily life in order to eliminate
the sense of embarrassment. She thinks students need not be
too aware of the grammatical mistakes they may make at the
very beginning. Instead, they should try to speak English in an
assured manner in front of other people.

Speaking of her goal in KTMC, she aims to encourage people
to speak English confidently and fluently. Whenever she is
asked ‘how to learn English’, she immediately changes the
statement to ‘how to use English.’ It is sad to know that many
students having learnt English for more than 6 years already
have enough knowledge of English but they just do not take
the initiative to use English in their daily life. She believes
language is a tool for communication and the ultimate goal for
our learning is to talk with others in English freely.

She compared English learning to a performer’s life. When it
comes to application, we apply what we have learnt during
lessons when writing letters and talking to foreigners while
performers put the skills they have obtained during training into
practice during performances.

Ms. McCann reminded us that exams are only stepping stones
to drive us to success. More importantly, students need to learn
to integrate the four English skills (i.e. reading, writing, listening
and speaking) and put the theories into practice. What all
students should do now is to be more determined to use

English in their daily life as often as possible.

Take her experience in learning French as an example. In order
to learn and manipulate French well, she reads books written in
French and watches French TV shows. ‘It's all about discipline,’
she said. Therefore, to learn English well, she thinks students
need to immerse themselves in English. She suggested
students listen to English songs and watch English films. In
addition, Maryknollers can watch and read more news in
English because this especially helps secondary students learn
English, in terms of vocabulary and sentence structures.

As for speaking, she suggested “starting with small goals” in
order to make ourselves feel comfortable. We can start with
saying ‘hello’ to our teachers and friends to cultivate a habit of
speaking in English. If we do so frequently, we will feel more
comfortable speaking English. Thus, our English will improve

unconsciously.

Apart from being gifted in languages, Ms. McCann is talented in
music. She is a musician and was once a classical singer. She
writes church songs and performs them on stage. She has
learnt to play the piano, guitar, violin and trumpet, and she once

joined a regional symphony orchestra.

Finally, Ms. McCann reminded us to believe in ourselves and
have confidence in our abilities. ‘There is nothing we can't do,’

she said.
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