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Our New Net

Mr. Ellis

Mr. Jonathan Ellis, our current NET, is now
teaching lower form classes English and oral
lessons. He comes from New Zealand and has

been teaching in Hong Kong for over 10 years.

He believes there is a huge difference in the
learning environment between New Zealand
and Hong Kong. Firstly, he points out that
Hong Kong school campuses are like those in
New Zealand in the [960s, with teachers
teaching with blackboards and chalk. Aside
from setting, he thinks that the education sys-
tems in the two places are quite different.
Some habits in Hong Kong schools, like singing
the school song, starting the lesson by saying
good morning and ending the lesson by saying

goodbye are no longer present in New Zea-

land.

Apart from talking about the learning environ-
ment, he mentions Hong Kong students are
usually more hard-working than those in New
Lealand. He believes KTMC students are dili-
gent and funny. He also points out that stu-
dents are helpful when he recalls seeing stu-
dents cordially helping teachers, which

echoes one of KTMC's school spirits, kindness.




He reminds Maryknollers to keep focused and never
desist from the endeavour of being hard-working. He
emphasises that we are the only ones who can lead
ourselves to success, not our teachers, not our par-
ents, not anyone but ourselves. We should not blame
what we do not have. On the other hand, we ought to try
our very best to work hard, cultivate our study habits

and make our own plans for the future.

He also gives us some tips on dealing with stress, build-
ing confidence and improving oral English. As for tack-
ling stress, since Hong Kong students experience a
great deal of stress, especially the hard-working ones,
he suggests we |eave some time to relax from time to
time. For instance, at night, we may take a walk around
the estates where we live. This would help us clear our

head and get some fresh air before working again.

When it comes to speaking English, many students will
become particularly shy and reluctant. They always
think their English is not good enough. However, Mr.
Ellis points out that this is totally a misconception. “All
of you speak very good English!" said Mr. Ellis. This is
why we should not feel intimidated. Shyness is a great
hindrance to speaking good English. We ought to be
brave and speak English freely. Thus, he always encour-
ages his students and helps them raise their confi-
dence. Many students hold another misconception that
they must possess a foreign accent in order to speak
very well in English. He says it is normal to have differ-

ent accents in different places. He gives an example of

Scottish people speaking English very differently from
how New Zealand people speak English. Therefore, he
thinks it is absolutely acceptable to have a unique Hong
Kong accent. Yet, he stresses that we should be aware
of the differences between local accent and incorrect
pronunciation. He mentions the word ‘dinner’ as an ex-
ample. He once heard a student wrongly pronounced it
as 'deenna’, which mistakenly pronounced / 1/ as /i
/and /o/as/a:/.ltisvital for us to pay heed to the

words we pronounce sometimes.

Although foreigners and locals may have different ac-
cents, we do share something in comman: the fear of
speaking to a large audience. Mr. Ellis notes that he
sometimes feels afraid when he is about to give
speeches on the stage. However, everyone can build
confidence by practising reading aloud as many times
as they can. He says such fear is not limited to kids or
adolescents, but also to adults. It is natural for anyone
to be scared on the stage, with their hands and legs
shaking. However, he believes that “practice makes
perfect.” He states we can overcome fear only by re-

peated practice.

As for his hobbies, Mr. Ellis enjoys hiking. He finds that
Hong Kong is a wonderful place for hiking. He recom-
mends hiking if we have time because it does not cost
much and everyone can gain easy access to it. “Hiking
is healthy and you can see wildlife and a lot of trees as

well as plants.” he added.
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