"It.is hot.in the.stars.to hold our destlnj){but in
ourselves."
- William Shakespeare
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From the

EDITOR's DESK

Welcome all schoolmates. It is my pleasure to present you our first issue of Evergreen
this year. First of all, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to schoolmates and
teachers who have helped us along the way.

vergreen has always had a special place in my heart. Having read it
for four years, | have mixed feelings writing the Editor’s Word at this
very moment. While it is an honor to be a part of this iconic project of
our school, | began to realize that time flies so fast that the countdown
of my remaining days becomes more and more conspicuous,
and they will eventually become my memories. However, | soon
understood that my worries are of no use. Rather than being stressed by
its imminent arrival, | shall appreciate the smile | have had, the tears |
have shed, and the immeasurable moments | have encountered.

I n an attempt to add new elements to Evergreen,
Underappreciated Groups and Article Submission Scheme were
added. The former introduces less-known societies in KTMC to
Maryknollers whereas the latter provides a medium for students
and teachers to make their voices be heard. We deeply hope that
we could display efforts and accomplishments from various
schoolmates and serve as a bridge between the
school and students, both of which are aims of
Aetas.

he pandemic has severely affected Hong Kongers,

by which we are no exception. We had to deal with
extra challenges with more effort, which were non-
existent if the dreadful event did not happen. Despite
the obstacles, our team will continue to tell the stories
of the common, and voice the views of the ordinary.
We truly believe that our endeavours will pay off one
day.

Without further ado, let us guide you through
the extract of our essence and the countless
nights of hard work. Enjoy:)

Chief Editor
Lam Chun Yeung 5D09




Vlce Principal

. Leung Ka Yiu

this school year, Ms. Leung Ka Yiu has been appointed as the Vice Principal of Academic and
/ Curlzlculum Development. ‘A new broom sweeps clean’. What changes and improvements will Ms.
/ '/ Leung bring to our school in the coming future?

f Ms. Leung is a veteran teacher with over 25 years of teaching experience in KTMC. She has witnessed countless
~_ups and downs of our school. Besides teaching her two senior classes, Ms. Leung has to spend a lot of time on
""“-Qdministrative work such as drafting parents’ letters, communicating with colleagues and the Principal, ensuring
" the smooth running of our school. These tasks have made her role as a Vice-Principal more challenging since
much of her time, especially free lessons, are filled with meetings and discussions with colleagues. She is no
longer able to use those lessons to do her marking and preparation for lessons. Even so, she still manages to
: gbmplete her tasks and will continue to work hard so as to improve our school for all Maryknollers.

S. Leung appreciates Maryknollers’ seriousness
I\/\ in learning. She reckons that Maryknollers would
like to achieve good results and enter universities.
However, some students from the grassroots may not
be provided with sufficient assistance. For instance,
some schoolmates may not be able to afford to
attend tutorial classes, or be exposed to an English-
speaking environment that results in poor literacy in
the English language. With a view to alleviating this
issue, the school is making an effort to provide school-
based support to students in need. That is the reason
why free after-school tutorial classes in addition to
tutorial lessons on Saturdays with low tuition fees are
currently organized for junior form students.

he waves of pandemic have brought about

uncertainties. Face-to-face lessons are suspended
and online lessons are subsequently adopted. To assist
students in catching up with the learning schedule, the
school is encouraging teachers to provide teaching
videos and online make-up lessons for senior form
students. As for lower form students, more worksheets
are to be assigned so that students can revise what
they have learnt at home.

o conclude, the school will be providing more
Tsupport to all students. Ms. Leung hopes that
Maryknollers can make good use of the resources
provided by the school in addition to their own
talent. She also emphasises her wish that KTMC
students can aim higher so that they can have
more motivation to take their steps further. As a ‘
committed Catholic, she believes that if you have"‘
tried your best, God will pave the path for you and
there is no need to worry.

oreover, most of our students are having
I\/\expectations which are too low for them. Some
students aim at entering universities, but some just aim
at meeting the lowest requirements. They are under-
estimating their inner potentials. There is also one major
obstacle stopping our students from learning, which is
their addiction to online games. Many students spend
most of their leisure time surfing the Internet and playing
games, thus putting their schoolwork aside. That is why
Ms. Leung would like Maryknollers to be more ambitious
and aim higher so that there will be more motivation for
them to fully release their potential.
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Ms. Lam Sin Man

Ms. Lam Sin Man, who graduated from the University of Hong Kong
majoring in Mathematics, is currently teaching Mathematics in both
Jjunior and senior forms.

efore Ms. Lam graduated from university,
Bshe had thought of being a mathematics
teacher or a researcher. At last, she believed
that being a teacher can let more people
acquire mathematical knowledge and she
wanted to arouse students’ interest in maths.
As a mathematics teacher, she has numerous
thoughts about how to learn the subject well.
One major way is to present the steps concisely
and clearly. She recommends students connect
different topics together. Moreover, she has found
that many students do not understand the keywords
in different questions so she suggested that students
should connect our daily life with mathematics.

n her teaching career, Ms. Lam has taught in both co-

educational schools and girls’ schools, but she has never
taught in a boys’ school like KTMC before. In terms of the method
in explaining mathematical questions, the biggest difference between
the boys in KTMC and the girls she taught before is that the qgirls preferred the "
teacher's explanation on every question while KTMC students will finish the questions on
their own first and then inquire about those questions that they find difficult. One of the main reasons
why she chose to teach in KTMC is that she was impressed by our fellow alumni’s strongsense of social
responsibility. During the pandemic, face masks have become a necessity for everyone. In this arduous
period, a group of alumni had formed ‘Oneness Mask' and they gave out over 10000 free masks to the
people in need! Ms. Lam is deeply touched by their kindness and love towards society.

| he pandemic has brought challenges to Ms. Lam. In the first few months when she had just
come to KTMC, it was hard for her to build up relationships with students facing the monitor.
In addition, it was tough for Ms. Lam to monitor students’ learning progress, thus making her

face lots of hardships in KTMC during her first few months here.

At last, Ms. Lam hopes that senior form students can be well-prepared in both academic
performance and extra-curricular activities. She highly recommends students participate in

more events outside KTMC in order to broaden their horizons.




Learning under
Pandemic

In the year 2020, an extremely infectious virus, COVID-19, was discovered and led to a global
pandemic. In Hong Kong, the pandemic has resulted in thousands of confirmed cases
of coronavirus and over a hundred deaths. In order to relieve the serious epidemic,
the government has adopted a number of social-distancing measures, including a
social-gathering ban, which resulted in a suspension of all schools in Hong Kong. It
has been a year since the pandemic striked Hong Kong. How has Maryknollers’ school
life been affected?

chool suspension began after the he academic year 2020-2021 started
2020 Lunar New Year holiday. Students unfavourably with online lessons due
then experienced a period of nearly two to the serious outbreak and subsequently
months in which they were not required to the suspension of face-to-face lessons
attend face-to-face classes but only relied announced by the Education Bureau.
on videos recorded by teachers and online The suspension did not last long
teaching. The school then announced fortunately since face-to-face lessons
that online lessons would begin on 1 April, resumed in late September. However, within
with two periods that last about an hour two months, another wave of pandemic
each. Face-to-face lessons in the morning led to, once again, a suspension of
were resumed in late May, with a special face-to-face lessons until Lunar New
timetable arranging 25 minutes per period. Year holiday in 2021.
This arrangement continued until post- s online lessons have continued for a
exam activities, which were discontinued long period of time, we have recently B o R S
due to the third wave of pandemic striking conducted a survey regarding the learning
Hong Kong. situation during the outbreak of COVID-19

%

What are the difficulties of learning online? LN

-

gl el (5_8'7 . of Students suveyed RICRER RIS Does online learning lead to Do you find it difficult to pay
to pay attention during the lessons. Indeed, there are a heavier workload? attention in online lessons?

multiple distractions in online learning. Students can be

easily sidetracked by social networks, as well as appealing

online games. This may result in a low learning motivation.

Sometimes, their family members can be a distraction too » 5
since they may be also having online meetings or classes at DI
the same time.

Another difficulty is that students have to put more \‘ QUITE

effort into absorbing knowledge. Therefore, online DIFFICULT

learning brings a heavier workload to most students Do you agree that the learning \ 39.2%
o w : efficiency of online lessons is

(58.9%). Meanwhile, it is common that teachers assign lower than that of face-to-

more tasks to students in the hope of checking and facelessons?

improving their understanding, thus further increasing

their workloads.

ecause of these difficulties, online learning does

lead to a decreased learning efficiency for most
students (75.3%,). Students have to work harder in order
to catch up the syllabus.

Self-directed learning becomes especially important
under this circumstance.



6

What s the most effective learning method?

\/arious online learning styles have been
adopted by fellow teachers during the st priority 2nd priority
pandemic. Face-to-face lessons are most
preferred among students, with 70.9% of students
considering it to be the first priority. S T
owever, among the alternatives, online U
lessons showed its high popularity with
60.6% of students putting it as their first two

choices. It is understandable as online lessons

Face-to-face
8.1%

Online Lesson

1.7% Online Lesson

Online 48.9%

. ‘ Assignment
provide a chance for students to have direct and A

immediate contact with teachers even when they
are not allowed to go to school. Students can
grab this opportunity to ask questions so as to facilitate their understanding.

eaching videos and online assignments are least preferred, both of which were considered to be the least preferred

by 35% of students. Even though teaching videos offer a higher flexibility for students to watch whenever they want,
it lacks student-teacher interaction, which disables students from asking questions at once when they come across
difficulties. This discourages them from using teaching videos as the way to learn. Meanwhile, despite the fact that online
assignments can help students consolidate what they have learnt, they

severely increase their workload.

3rd priority 4th priority

Face-to-face
8.9%

Face-to-face
: As 20.6%

Online Lesson
19.3%

. Online Lesson
11%

1eaching
Videos

Teaching

Videos
33.6%

30.6%

Do students prefer online
learning?

lthough there are various disadvantages of

s learning online, almost half of the students (47.0%)
prefer online lessons to face-to-face lessons. From the results,
more junior form students preferred online lessons while a larger
proportion of senior form students prefer face-to-face lessons.

ndeed, online lessons save a lot of

Do you prefer online lessons to face-to-face lessons? | ‘
commuting time and cost for most

SENIOR JUNIOR students. It also allows students to
FORMS FORMS use their time with more freedom and
flexibility. However, students should bear
in mind that they should spend their
time wisely with self-discipline otherwise

it will be easy for them to lag behind.




What are the teachers' thoughts on online teaching?

Learning and teaching are highly associated. Considering that, we have interviewed a
number of teachers about their opinions on teaching virtually.

Il teachers interviewed agree that it is not hard to catch up with the syllabus, which came as a surprise.

On the contrary, they thought that teaching is even easier. Due to the long time required for students to
answer questions, teachers tend to change their teaching methods and reduce the number of questions to be
asked, thus allowing them to teach at a more rapid pace. However, it is harder for teachers to monitor students’
learning progress. For instance, they are not able to track whether students are distracted or not. Overall, the
learning efficiency is in doubt.

Yet, teachers still encounter various difficulties that hinder
their teaching during online lessons. One of the major and
common difficulties is technical issues. Sometimes, teachers
find it difficult to resolve technical problems they run into, such
as failing to share their screens, having audio problems, being .
disconnected and so on, owing to the lack of professional

support. It is hard to ensure a stable internet connection as well. Apart
from technical problems, after the new timetable for online lessons has
been adopted, teachers complained that the shortened lesson time is
not sufficient. As a consequence, they have to speed up their teaching.
Last but not least, teachers need to spend much time so as to adapt to
the new normal of teaching virtually, which is completely different from
ordinary face-to-face lessons.

O n account of the difficulties and the decreased effectiveness of teaching
and learning during online lessons, all teachers prefer having face-to-face
lessons instead. At the same time, they believe that self-directed learning has
become especially important during the suspension period.
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Under-appreciated
Groups
GLISH

EBATING TEAM

There are a myriad of school clubs and teams
in KTMC, unfortunately some of them are not well-known by students due to
insufficient promotion. Therefore these societies are being interviewed to
help Maryknollers know more about them.

D

The room was des ent when the competition first started.
Then, a sudden erged. Full of enthusiasm and vigor, his
words enlightenec audience, tensed his opponents, and most
importantly, appeale e adjudicators. As his speech ended, he

Vho was this person? He was a member of

ing through debating

T @ h Debating Team was formed with a view to enhancing
stbdents’ English speaking skills. Being given the opportunity, team

members can use their skills to argue over global issues or events in

different aspects. As students debate over a wide range of topics, they
can think outside the box and be critical thinkers. Also, debaters have
to learn to speak in a stressful environment, so they would have an
advantage over other students in many later situations such as
exams or interviews.

students may regard debating

|I| = A
lthough Mr Ellis thinks that some @ °3QWM@ o
- =<
as dull, he believes that a good @HANGES LIVES
debate is an exciting thing. Debaters
can get the satisfaction when they find an error in the MR. JONATHAN ELLIS |

opposing team and attack it well. Winning a debate is
very fulfilling, especially when it comes to your having

Mr Ellis has been coach of the English |
Debating Team, also an English

more knowledge than your opponents. The victory you Teacher who has taught in KTMC for
get is arduous but rewarding, giving you a sense of more than five years.
confidence.

~Preparation before debating

certain topic, and prepare key points and ideas. Not only a speech must be prepared, debaters
also have to listen to their opponents during the match, find out faults in their arguments and attack
these faults. They have to do a lot of reading beforehand, thus causing some workload. But once they
are used to it, the experience is invaluable and the@ould benefit from it for&e.

a° O
2

|
|
|
|
lot of effort must be put before debating matches. Students would have to do research about a I
|
|
|
|
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Fundamental spirit in debating 9

I\/\ r. Ellis believes that teamwork is the most importantwhen it comes to debating. Debaters need to
cooperate with each other and be supportive.of their teammates. There are no individual goals and they
strive towards a common objective togetherItis crucial for members to facilitate and build up their teamwork
when they face obstacles on their journey..Not only would their chemistry be improved, but their bonds would
be strengthened as they work as a whole. Since the members become more cohesive, their performance in
matches would be profoundly improved.

Harsh but memorable

omy describes debating as a rewarding activity. Before each debating

match, members have to stay behind school until dusk to prepare for
the motion, either doing research or writing the scripts. It is a very time-
consuming task but the knowledge acquired in the process is useful.
He remembers that he had prepared for a match which was about
artifact handovers in two countries, when he had to put himself in the
place of other countries. Debating improves one’s mindset and a better
understanding of global affairs could be gained. It is surely a fruitful
experience and a moment to be cherished.

Challenges along the way

omy believes that the challenges they face are often associated

with losing matches. He recalls his earlier days of debating when
he and his teammates lost a lot of matches. They felt frustrated in their
failure since a lot of effort was put into them. But later on, they moved on and recovered from their negative
emotions. From every failure they faced, improvements were made and they learnt from their mistakes.
‘Never give up trying. If you fall, just get up again, he said. In the end, their hard work paid off. They won two
trophies in the HKSS Debating Competition and they finally got the success they c;les?rved.

Ways to sharpen debating skills | -

H e believes that reading the news every day is the first step towards success.lt is an'essential thing to do
since you must know what is going on around the globe in orderto have y’oUr thoughts in debate about
hot issues. He also advises Maryknollers to join debating teams or part|C|pate/|n debating- related/actlvmes
Step out of your comfort zone, you will not regret. Engaging in debating ac/t|V|t|es could help students be
more active and improve their logical thinking and communication skills. There is no doubt that debating
brings plenty of benefits to them. [ .-/

fyou are mterested |nJom|ng the Engllsh Debating Team, feel free to contact Mr. Jonathan Ellis for further

TOMY KWONG

Former captain of
English Debating Team
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