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Everyone, welcome to Evergreen!

I have enjoyed reading issues of Evergreen since Form 1. Last year, other editors and I made up
our minds to form a cabinet of the editorial board, and Deferat was founded. Since the student
council election, we have encountered and tackled numerous difficulties. We sometimes get
stressed and tired with the work of the editorial board and the hectic learning schedule
regarding the DSE. Fortunately, with the tremendous support from our schoolmates and
teachers, we are motivated and we have endeavoured to carry out surveys and interviews to
garner information and publish Evergreen. With months of hard work, the first issue of

Evergreen is now ready for you to enjoy.

This issue features topics which are highly related to all of you. We have interviewed new
teachers in order to let you know more about the new members in the big and warm family of
KTMC. We have also conducted a survey to see what Maryknollers think about the effects of the
pandemic. At the same time, we have an article about the Experiential Learning Week, a new
school event. You should definitely read it to know more about it. Some meaningful articles

submitted by teachers and students are also included in this issue.

The pandemic has been affecting our lives in almost every aspect, and everyone is suffering
from it badly. This is shown in this issue of Evergreen as most topics are about the pandemic.
Under the pandemic, there are too many things beyond our control. Obvious examples are our
learning and school life. However, we believe that with the concerted efforts of our
schoolmates and teachers in creating a more fruitful school life and learning environment,

nothing can hinder us in pursuing a brighter future.

Enjoy reading!

Chief Editor
5E Leung Siu Lun
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Mr. Luk Tsz Yuk

Before Mr Luk started his career as a teacher, he studied Mathematics
at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

He has already been teaching in secondary schools for two to three years and he
mainly taught junior forms before. He taught in two co-educational schools pre-
viously. Therefore, this is his first time teaching in a boys’school. ’

He thinks one of the main differences between a boys’school and a co-educational school is that students in co-
educational schools usually have more opportunities to socialize with different people. However, for students in
boys’schools, they may not feel as comfortable talking to others, especially to girls or people outside of their
own schools. He also feels that Maryknollers may sometimes be a little too direct with their words and may not
filter what they say.

As a Maryknoller himself, his first impression of Maryknollers after teaching here for several months is that
they are generally talented. Unfortunately, their vision may be quite narrow and they may not possess much
knowledge of what is happening in the outside world. This is also his main concern and the biggest difficulty he
encounters while teaching in KTMC.

Moreover, Mr Luk would like to introduce new stuff such as VR devices to students in the hope of broadening
Maryknollers' horizons.

Finally, Mr Luk looks forward to seeing students become more self-disciplined and gain new experiences
from the outside world instead of staying in their comfort zones.




Mr Chan Sai Chung

Mr Chan Sai Chung, our new English teacher, studied both prima-
ry and secondary school in Canada. He then came back to Hong
Kong, studied PGDE, and started his teaching career.

Mr Chan has been teaching in Hong Kong for several years and this is
not his first time teaching in a boys' school. Teaching in a boys' school,
Mr Chan feels that he can be more direct. While at a co-educational
school, Mr Chan feels that he usually has to spend more time communi-
cating his expectations to students. He believes that boys are more
willing to adapt changes, which is the biggest difference between the
students in a co-educational school and a boys' school.

It is inevitable to encounter difficulties in teaching. Mr Chan’s solution is to ask other teachers who are
more experienced. They give Mr Chan valuable insight and share their own experiences with him. Mr
Chan's first impression of Maryknollers is that Maryknollers are full of potential. Moreover, students are
always energetic and generally well-behaving.

Lastly, Mr Chan hopes that Maryknollers can push their own limits and broaden their horizons by
taking up different posts and participating in outside activities.
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Eftfects of the
PANDEMIC

Since 2019, the COVID-19 pandemic has entered our lives and affected hundreds and thousands of
cities, including Hong Kong. The pandemic has seriously affected people's lives. Some people be-
lieved that COVID-19 would have ended by now. However, this dreadful pandemic has lasted more
than 2 years. In these two years, our mode of living, including our learning experience, has changed
drastically. With the previous school suspension and the half-day school schedule due to the pandem-
ic, we have more time staying at home and less time gathering with our schoolmates. We are all back
at school this year, and the editorial board believes that it is a good opportunity to conduct a survey
about the effects of the pandemic. Therefore, we invited all the students in KTMC to fill out an online
survey. The results are as follows:

To begin with, we would like to find out

whether online lessons have affected students’

relatl(?nshlps ‘w1th others, and we separated jthe My relationship with my family
questions into two main categories: improved during the pandemic.
relationships with family members and

relationships with friends. For the relationships

with family members, in the junior forms, 64% %" :
of students agreed that the relationships with senior forms
their families had improved wunder the v

pandemic, while in the senior forms, it was a = Strongly Disagree

fifty-fifty split. During the pandemic, as most = Disagree
junior students may have to stay at home, they = Agree

may have more time to spend with their = strongly Agree
parents. It is good to know that most junior
form students get along with their family
members. Meanwhile, for senior form students,
they may spend their time hanging out, or
focusing on their learning at home. Therefore,
their communication with their parents may
not have experienced an enormous change
under the pandemic.

Junior forms

We have also asked whether Maryknollers'

My relationship with my schoolmates/friends  relaionships with their friends had changed
improved during the pandemic.

during the pandemic. The results for both the
junior and senior forms are similar in which
approximately half of the respondents felt that
SCLCIREIEN they had improved their relationships with peers
whereas the other half did not. It seems that
students' relationships with their peers depend on
how they bonded with their friends and
schoolmates in the past. For those who were
used to talking with their friends online, they are
less affected by social distancing. In contrast,
those who were used to hanging out with their
friends in person have experienced a substantial
change in their social life, which has negatively
impacted their relationships with their peers.

m Strongly Disagree
m Disagree
m Agree

m Strongly Agree

Junior forms



Next, as most students have participated in
different online activities in the past year, we
would like to find out what students think
about them. Recently, with the pandemic
becoming less severe in Hong Kong, we are
allowed to take part in face-to-face activities.
When we examined students’ preferences, we
could see that both junior and senior form
students had a more obvious preference
towards taking part in face-to-face activities.
Reflected by both teachers and students, online
activities have limitations such as participants
being inactive and group activities being too
hard to organize. The online survey reflects that
students look forward to having more face-to-
face activities.

I prefer face-to-face activities
rather than online activities.

Senior forms

8%
m Strongly Disagree

m Disagree
u Agree

m Strongly Agree

Junior forms

The first part of the survey has shown that students’ relationships with others may have actually
improved during the pandemic and most students prefer joining face-to-face activities to online
events. With the pandemic being handled well, the school can consider organizing more face-to
-face activities so as to provide more events for students to participate in.

Although we have face-to-face lessons, we still
adopt a half-day school schedule instead of a
normal whole-day school schedule, which may
affect Maryknollers’ learning progress. With
resuming whole-day school being a
controversial topic among students, we wanted
to find out whether students think the
efficiency of teaching has been reduced owing
to the changes in the school schedule. It turned
out that most students (72% in the junior forms
and 69% in the senior forms), disagreed that
teaching had become less effective. It is
interesting to know that in students’ opinion,
the pandemic does not affect our teachers’
teaching effectiveness.

Efficiency of teaching has been reduced due to the
change in school schedule(hdif day school schedule).

8%
18%
m Strongly Disagree “
m Disagree
m Agree

m Strongly Agree

Senior forms

Junior forms

We have also asked whether the half-day school

Half-day school schedule has decreased the chance for schedule has decreased the chance for students to

students to join extracurricular activities.

m Strongly Disagree %
m Disagree

u Agree

m Strongly Agree

join extracurricular activities. Over 80% of
students agreed. It goes to show that even though
we have face-to-face lessons, a lot of activities still
cannot be held. This is owing to the government's
epidemic prevention policies on holding and
joining events. For example, participants in
activities are required to be vaccinated. These
policies have surely reduced the chance of
students joining either school or inter-school
extracurricular activities.



Our school always emphasizes on the
importance of self-directed learning, of which
students’ self-discipline is indispensable. With
the half-day school schedule, the time for each
lesson is shortened, and students have more free
time after school. This requires students to have
much stronger determination to be self-
disciplined. 71% of junior form students and
58% of senior form students agreed that the
pandemic had made room for them to develop
the habit of self-studying.

Half-day school schedule has made room for
students to develope the habit of self-studying.

m Strongly Disagree »

m Disagree
m Agree

m Strongly Agree

Half-day school schedule has allowed

students to take up new hobbies.

m Strongly Disagree V
m Disagree
m Agree
m Strongly Agree
44%

Last but not least, the final question is about
students’ sense of belonging to the school. As
there was a long period of time that students did
not attend school physically, it is hard to tell if
their sense of belonging to the school has
changed. About 36% of respondents felt that
their sense of belonging to the school had
depleted. We believe that this is the result of the
insufficient number of activities held and the
shortened lessons of the half-day school
schedule. However, with the face-to-face lesson
schedule continuing, we believe that our
schoolmates’ sense of belonging will increase in
the near future.

Apart from developing academic-related habits,
we also asked whether students had used the time
at home to allow themselves to take up new
hobbies. It appears that more than 70% of our
students have been making good use of their time
after school to develop their own interests. It
shows that most students believe that the half-day
school schedule vacating the afternoon
encourages them to take the initiative to study and
take up hobbies.

Half-day school schedule has
depleted sense of school belonging.

m Strongly Disagree
m Disagree
m Agree

m Strongly Agree

Summing up all the responses, we can see how the pandemic has affected our stu-
dents. The pandemic has changed our relationships with others, our learning, and the
way we develop our interests. We hope that every one of you can continue to im-
prove yourself and adapt to the new normal.

The statistics concluded can also serve as a reference for our school when our school
plans to resume the whole-day school schedule and to provide more opportunities to
Maryknollers to participate in different activities to help them explore new interests.
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